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What interrupted the execution of this marriage
treaty is not certain. Penelope's mother, the widowed
Lady Essex, was privately wedded to the Earl of
Leicester soon after her first husband's death. The
Sidneys were poox\ Lady Mary Sidney writes to Lord
Burleigh about this time: " My present estate is such
by reason of my debts, as I cannot go forward with any
honourable course of living." It is remarkable that, HO
far as we know, she placed but little confidence in her
brother Leicester, preferring to appeal in difficulties to
a friend like Cecil. Philip was often at a loss to pay
his debts. We possess, for instance, the copy of a long
bill from his bootmaker which ho requests Inn father's
steward to discharge " for the safeguard of his credit."
Thus Leicester's marriage, which seriously impaired
Philip's prospects, Lady Mary's want of cordiality
toward her brother, and the poverty of the Kidneys,
may be reckoned among the causes which postponed
Penelope's betrothal. It should also here be noticed
that Sir Henry Sidney entertained a grudge against
the Earl of Essex. Writing to Lord Leicester, he
couples Essex1 with his old enemy the Earl of Ormond,
adding that " for that their malice, I take (Sod to record,
I could brook nothing of them both." We may there-
fore conclude that Philip's father was unfavourable to
the match. But the chief cause remains to bo men-
tioned. Up to this time the proposed bridegroom felt
no lover's liking for the lady. Languot frequently
wrote, urging him to marry, and using arguments simi-
lar to those which Shakespeare pressed on his "fair
friend." Philip's answers show that, unless ha was a
deep dissembler, he remained heart-free. Ho timegroat courage," The Warwick (JaHtlo portrait answersently is, however, certain. The unknown
